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THE ELKS 

CALL 

CHARITY JUSTICE BROTHERLY LOVE FIDELITY 

“RAISE THE ROOF BONDS” ON SALE 

We need your help to raise $100,000 to replace the roof  and air conditioning unit on the 

Rathskeller building. Bonds are $250 each (limit 10 per member) and bear simple interest of  5% 

annually. We are also accepting donations in any amount. You can deliver your check to the lodge 

or mail it to: Waterbury Elks Lodge, Office of  the Secretary, PO Box 615  

Waterbury, CT  06720. Note in the memo section of  your check “Bond” or “Donation”, or 

contact Mike Gannon mikeg0174@aol.com. Please make your bond purchase or donation 

as soon as possible so we can get this project started! 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

ROOF FUND AT $42,000! 

The Jerry DiPietro Wednesday Morning Golf  League will commence 

play on May 6, 2020 as scheduled. 

   Please note the following cancellations: 

 Scholarship Banquet 

 Mothers Day Brunch 

 Annual Family Picnic 

 Wildwood Trip 

 Setback League 

mailto:mikeg0174@aol.com


ELKS CALL 

Official Bulletin of Waterbury Lodge # 265 

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 

PO Box 615, 283 W Main St. 

Waterbury, CT 06702 
 

Instituted  - June 15, 1893 

Chartered—June 21, 1893 
 

Editor: Mike Gannon 
 

Web Site: www.elks265.org 

Webmaster: Carissa Ciarlone 
 

Membership as of April 1, 2020 1,321 
 

LODGE OFFICERS 2019-2020 

  Michelle Minicucci Exalted Ruler 

  Steve Knox  Est. Leading Knight 

  Tony Cavallo  Est. Loyal Knight 

  Susan Buzzeo  Est. Lecturing Knight 

  Ginny Leary  Secretary 

  Patrick Jennings Treasurer 

  Open   Tiler 

  Howard Osorio Chaplain 

  Open   Esquire 

  Carlos Gotay  Inner Guard 

  Jerry DiPietro  Organist 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

  5-Year Trustee Eugene Lafauci 

  4-Year Trustee Steve Kontout 

  3-Year Trustee Open 

  2-Year Trustee Bret Reis 

  1-Year Trustee Robert Wergin 
 

Presiding Justice of the Subordinate Forum 

Matthew McCormack 
 

House Committee Chairman 

Chris Colwell 
 

Telephone-All Departments (203) 755-1159 
 

Regular Lodge Meetings-Second & Fourth 

Tuesday of the month @ 7pm 

July & August-fourth Tuesday only 

December-second Tuesday only 

Initiation meetings start at 6:30pm 

SICK BOARD 

IN REHAB 

 

 Jefferson House-Newington 

 Robert Vitvitsky, Sr. 

  

AT HOME 
 

 Billy Demers 
 Jay D’Angelo  
 DickWhite,PER, LM 

 

Steve Knox, Esteemed Leading Knight 

Phone # (203) 518-3938 

IN MEMORIAM TO OUR ABSENT MEMBERS 

Donald E. Milot 
Born, August 10, 1938 

Initiated, December 18, 1985 
Passed from our Midst, February 17, 2020 

 

John J. Mullen LM 
Born, August 2, 1934 

Initiated, June 22, 1965 
Passed from our Midst, March 4, 2020 

 

Robert J. DeLeon Sr 
Born, November 14, 1924 

Initiated, June 15, 1983 
Passed from our Midst, March 14, 2020 

 

Bernard Regan 
Born, May 15, 1939 

Initiated, January 23, 1990 
Passed from our Midst, March 18, 2020 

 

John F. Geary 
Born, July 27, 1928 

Initiated, June 28, 2005 
Passed from our Midst, April 3, 2020 

 

The clock of their days has stopped, and across its 

dial the motionless arms mark The Hour of Eleven, 

the “Golden Hour of Recollection”. 

 

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE. 



Members All: 

Happy May everyone!   As we start a new lodge 
year, it is definitely with a boom! With all that has 
been going on in our lives, I hope everyone is do-
ing well. Officers for the lodge year 2020-2021 
were installed by Wanda Reif, PER in the parking 
lot taking the oath of office 6 feet apart. Congratu-
lations to the new officers! Thank you again for 
allowing us to serve this wonderful lodge, and we 
hope that we can get back on track very soon. We 
need to fill the positions of Esquire and Tiler, and 
at the next lodge meeting, we will take nomina-
tions for the 3-Year Trustee.  
 
The past six weeks have been very trying and tak-
ing a toll on our lives. We must work together to 
keep our lodge open during this time. We are still 
trying to replace the roof, which needs to be done 
soon. I have to say thank you to all the people 
who have been cleaning the building while it is 
closed. The Rathskellar has been cleaned, new 
carpet installed, and a new beer cooler and bar 
pizza oven added. Also, they have cleaned the 
Brady Hall, kitchen and the bowling alley. New 
carpet has also been installed in the alleys. They 
have gotten a lot done! A special thank you goes 
out to Chris Colwell, House Committee Chairman, 
Charlie Simpson, Ken Dupont, Bill Gannon, and 
the Lagasse family. 
 
Many functions that are scheduled for the upcom-
ing months may have to be canceled; however, 
we still must do what we do best. In order to con-
tinue executing the Grand Lodge programs, we 
need your dues paid. We will resume fund raising 
as soon as this quarantine is lifted, but we will 
abide by the rules and stay safe until otherwise 
noted. 
 
Also, if you know of any Elk member who is lone-
ly, in need of food or other assistance, please 
contact me or any one of the officers. We are here 
for you, and all assistance will be provided anony-
mously. 
 
I will give my best effort this year as your Exalted 
Ruler, difficult as it has begun. I hope that we can 
pull together as a group and get the Lodge up and 
running soon. If you need me or have any sug-
gestions, I am only a phone call away, 203-217-
2145. We will plan a fantastic event soon so we 

can kick off the new lodge year with a bang. I 
would like to have all officers and members work 
together for the benefit of the lodge and our com-
munity. Remember, Elks Care/Elks Share. 
 
Please wear your masks, wash your hands, and 
distance yourselves until we can all get together 
again. I know that many of us are in need hugs 
and miss each other. I know I miss the card play-
ers, the bowlers, dinners, happy hour, the kitch-
en staff, the maintenance guys, and all our 
friends at our lodge. Soon we will all get back in-
to the swing of things. 
 
Miss you all, stay safe, you’re in my thoughts and 
prayers, and we will get together again soon.  
 
Thank you from the bottom of my heart, 
 
Michelle Minicucci, ER, PER 

 

CELL PHONES FOR SOLDIERS 

We have sent over 600 cell phones since we 

started this project!! PLEASE KEEP  

THEM COMING FOR OUR TROOPS!  

Please hold your donations until the lodge 

reopens. 

Kathy Gannon, PER 



Greetings Members of Lodge #265, 

As we do our best to get through these unprecedented times, let’s remember that this will 
pass and we are doing what needs to be done to keep ourselves, families, friends and the 
nation safe. My heartfelt thoughts to those of you and your families that have been affect-
ed by this virus.  

 

We had a short, social distancing Installation of Officers in the parking lot of the lodge on 
April 4th. Any Officers who were not present that day will be sworn in at a future meet-
ing. 

 

Thank you to all who have been sending in their dues and those who have generously donated to the build-
ing fund. Unfortunately, the online payment option is not up and running right now. Your dues can be sent 
to: Office of the Secretary, PO Box 615, Waterbury, CT 06720. With the help of my assistant Jackie, we 
are keeping up with the mail and getting the new cards out to you. Much of the work is being done at home. 

The best way to contact me is through e-mail secywtby265@gmail.com or call 203 755-1159 Option 4 and 
leave a message. I will respond as soon as possible. 

 

May God Bless and keep you safe. 

Ginny Leary, Lodge Secretary  

SCHOLARSHIP NEWS 

All scholarship deadlines for this year have passed, and we need to evaluate the many 

applications received. As soon as the lodge reopens, we will review and award the 

scholarships. In the past the awards banquet was held in May; however, we will not be 

able to schedule it until after we reopen. Hang tight folks, we’ll get it done as soon as 

possible. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

Mike Gannon, PER, PDD 

Scholarship Chairman 

 

mailto:secywtby265@gmail.com


 

WATERBURY LODGE NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT 

As you know, we are asking the 

membership to finance our roof  

project. The lodge does not have the 

funds to pay for this major repair. 

The funds generated from dues, the 

bar, and food service are used to pay 

our monthly bills. Please support 

our lodge by coming down to enjoy 

a beverage and a meal. Support our 

fundraisers, and PLEASE contribute 

what you can afford to the roof  

project.  

Waterbury Lodge is a shining exam-

ple of  what an Elks Lodge should 

be. We always receive high praise 

from our District Deputy during the 

annual audit. Our lodge is well run 

and managed due to the effort put forth by the officers and the many volunteers who 

generously contribute their time to make our lodge successful. 

Yours in Elkdom, 

The Officers of  Waterbury Lodge #265 

 

To date we have raised $42,000 toward our goal of  $100,000 for the roof  project. Please 

send in your bond purchases and donations as soon as possible so we will be in position 

to begin the project in the spring. 

Mike Gannon, PER, PDD, 



 

 

GO AWAY COVID-19! 

 

As you will note, there is no calendar of  events section included in this 

newsletter. Due to the restrictions placed on businesses at this time, we 

are unable to sponsor any events. The annual family picnic is canceled as 

well as the Wildwood trip scheduled for June. Tony Cavallo’s setback 

league is canceled for the season, we will not host a scholarship banquet 

nor will we have any kind of  Mothers Day event. 

We will keep you informed as best we can via Facebook and email of  any 

developments as they occur. In the meantime, Stay Home and Stay Safe! 

I heard that after this pandemic has subsided, half  of  us will need Weight 

Watchers and half  will need AA. Some might need both! 

We will get through this together! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:SARS-CoV-2_without_background.png


 

 

 

WATERBURY LODGE NEWSLETTER 

GOES ELECTRONIC 

 

We have been trying for the past two years to collect as 

many of  your emails as possible; however, we still have over 

650 members who receive Call via snail mail. In order to 

save the lodge a significant amount of  money, the May 2020 

Call will be the last mailing of  this publication. You will be 

able to access a copy from the Waterbury Elks website 

www.elks265.org, the CT State Elks Association website 

www.ctelks.org or by email. There will also be printed cop-

ies available in the Rathskeller for your convenience. 

Mike Gannon, PER, PDD, Call Editor 

Michelle Minicucci, ER, PER 
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